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Master’s Message—Masonic Light
by the Rev. Dr. James M. Floyd, Jr., MPS
Evergreen Lodge No. 713, F. & A.M.
Dwight L. Smith Lodge of Research, U.D., Indiana F. & A.M.

Are you a source of light, or of darkness?
We create our own reality. What we expect from life is what we
receive. If we expect and look for the trouble, disagreement, and
negativity in situations that is what we are sure to find. If however, we
expect and look for the good, cooperative, and positive outcomes in
situations that is what we will experience.
Life cannot, and does not always go smoothly. We cannot
appreciate the good times and the joys that life brings without the
rough times and the sadness that must cross our path on occasion. It
is our response to these times that defines who we are.
Brothers, I am guilty of being a source of darkness. That is, in
seeing and focusing only on the problems in lodge that I perceive
need to be corrected. And in being privy to, and a part of, the
occasional personality conflicts that are destined to arise in any
group.
Yes, there are problems in every lodge. Yes, we do not always
agree with, or get along with each other. This has always been, and
always will be. But we cannot be negative about these difficulties.
Our negative thoughts are like a cancer which spreads and
weakens us, and those around us, emotionally, physically, and
spiritually.
It is easy to fall into the trap of negativity or darkness. But, with
effort on our part, and the assistance of the G.A.O.T.U., we can
instead choose to open our eyes to the light. My Brothers, that light is
Brotherly love. Love is being positive and expecting the best life has
to offer. Love is knowing that, although our human frailties will result
in disagreement, where there is hope and understanding there can
be the peace and harmony to work together towards a common goal.
So, for the sake of the Fraternity and your well-being, I urge you to
make the commitment to change your life, to become a source of
Masonic Light, that, like the Sun in the heavens, all the world can
see.

Worshipful Brother Matthew
Harris hails from Indiana, He
moved to Arizona in 2008.
He currently is the director of
programs for Child Crisis. He
has worked with traumatized
kids since his honorable
discharge from the Marine
Corps over 20 years ago. He
was raised in Arizona No. 2 in
2012 under the instruction of
the Late W. Bro. Ron Heck. He
began his work in the Officer
line in 2014 under the
Instruction
of
W.
Bro.
Secretary of AZ 2- Michael
DiGiacomo.

Source:

http://www.mastermason.com/bridgeportlodge181/SHORT30.HTM

WM AZ 2- MSH
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From the West—Familiarity Breeds
Contempt
How many times have I heard that one?
Contempt in this colloquialism usually means having little or no
value or regard for the person, thing or activity which is so familiar. It
can also mean having little regard for an authority as in our judicial
courts system. The etymology of contempt though comes from the
Latin root “temnere” meaning despise, adding “con” giving it a rough
meaning “with despise”. This ancient source of the word brings up a
few thoughts.
In the Holy Writings, Isaiah 65:5
“Who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do not come near me,
For I am holier than you!’
These are smoke in My nostrils,
A fire that burns all the day.”

Brother Victor E Olson is the
current Senior Warden of
Arizona Lodge No. 2.
.I have been blessed with
good friends and family my
entire life. I continue to enjoy
the world I travel, as well as
my acquaintances and my
work. My life goal is to enable,
by my designs, a significant
work of the built environment
that makes a positive social
impact for as large a group of
people as possible and lasts
beyond my lifetime.

Contempt for others with whom we are most familiar, is an attack
on our relationship with them – the contemptuous is somehow “holier”
or better than a familiar acquaintance.
We are taught to recommend to those in lesser rank or office
submission and obedience, not contempt.
We are taught to recommend to our equals courtesy and affability,
not contempt.
We are taught to recommend to our superiors in rank or office
kindness and condescension, not contempt.
Contempt often solicits a bad reaction and when viewed as an
attach can cause counter-attack, create barriers or just simply be
destructive to those we might be most familiar with.
I would think there is a story in the background that the more
familiar you are the greater your lack of regard, even to an extreme
of despising, will be predictable.
Within our fraternity we could flip the idea of this nasty so that it
more gracefully expresses the true value of familiarity.
Familiarity Breeds Fraternity. That we can do with a simple choice
to maintain that truly masonic ornament Brotherly Love.
Victor E Olson, 2022 AZ#2SW
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From the South—Home
by William R. Fischer

The Lodge where you are a member is your home lodge. This
should be the most familiar of all places for the relief of the day to
day stress that one faces in the world.
The attendance and participation of each member shows the new
and uninformed member how important it is to be a faithful and
worthy brother. To be faithful, you must attend, and to be worthy, you
must practice what you have learned in the lodge. The burden of
teaching is on every member, and not the sole duty of the Lodge
Education Officer.
To learn the history of the lodge, so you can pass it on to visiting
brothers, is not only a matter of pride but one of honor. If you
encourage a visiting brother to tell you of the history of his lodge, you
will give him a chance to make a connection with all the brothers of
both lodges. As you want to know them, they want to know you.
Practicing what you learn in the lodge is important. Through the
practice of the principles of Masonry you become a better person.
You also show the world that masonry works for the good of all and
not just for its members.
When you visit another lodge, the usual questions are:
What Lodge are you from?
How old is your lodge?
Who is the Worshipful Master?
How many members attend a meeting?
How many members do you have?
When do you meet?
Do you do much work?

Brother John Canisales is
the current Junior Warden for
Arizona Lodge No. 2.
He is also a DeMolay
Chapter Dad and has received
recognitions from Grand lodge
for his service to Masonic youth
Groups.

Answer these questions, and then let them know, with dignity, how
your lodge is moving forward.
While you visit other lodges be a frequent attender to your own,
because, "you must know home to be a traveler."
Source:

http://www.mastermason.com/bridgeportlodge181/SHORT20.HTM

John Canisales, 2022 AZ#2JW
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Elizabeth D. Harris, MA, wife
of Worshipful Matthew Harris
delivered a great synopsis and
mission of her organization
Beyond the Hurt at the Past
Masters, Wives, and Widows
dinner in March.
We are proud to say that at
the literal drop of a hat,
Brothers from Arizona Lodge
No 2 were able to raise $550
that night for a worthy cause.
To the right, we’ve placed
their mission statement in
order to give a greater
understanding
of
the
organization to all the Brothers
and readers.

April, 2022

Mission Statement: Empowering single mothers, at-risk youth,
domestic violence survivors and women recovering from substance
abuse through Education and Resources to help promote a healthy
lifestyle.
Beyond the Hurt is dedicated to assisting single mothers. We offer
numerous programs to single mothers by empowering them through
education, finances, and resources to help build a healthy family.
Our goal is to offer single mothers the necessary tools to becoming
successful












Resume' Building/Mock Interviews
Financial Management
Stress Management
Support Group
Relationship workshops
Water Safety class for children (Phoenix Children's Hospital)
Kaity's Way for teens
Effective Communication
CPR/First Aid
Car Seat Safety (Phoenix Children's Hospital)
Child Safety (Phoenix Children's Hospital)

Source:
https://www.beyondthehurt.org/about
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Masonicon 2022!
Brothers of Arizona Lodge No 2, along
with Freemasons from all over the state,
traveled to Casa Grande for Masonicon
2022 from March 25th to March 27th
where they stayed at the Radisson Hotel
and enjoyed many hours of education,
fellowship, and Freemasonry. Fun was
had by all in attendance, and is one of
the truly great Masonic events of the
year.
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Masonicon 2022-Continued
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Volunteers Needed!
Brothers, we are looking for volunteers to help with lodge
duties.
If you are interested in taking over these duties or forming
a committee to work on them, please contact the Worshipful
Master.

From Worshipful Master Matthew Harris
As I have travelled through the line, one consistent complaint I have heard is that our
meetings are too long. I get it. In a busy world where we have jobs, families, and other
activities in our lives – sitting in a boring stated meeting till ten o’clock at night can make it
difficult to carry out your other responsibilities. That is why I am giving you the 9:00 Out
Guarantee. In hopes that you’ll attend and reconnect with your brothers, I promise you
that you can be out of our stated meeting by 9:00pm GUARANTEED.

This year, we have revamped our agenda in the following ways. Firstly, we start off
our 7:00pm Stated meeting with your sickness and distress. Brotherly love is our most
important duty, so we start our meeting off right by checking in with our brothers to see
how they are doing. Then we continue our meetings with unfinished business and new
business. But regardless of where we are, at 8:00pm we go from Labor to refreshment for
the purposes of education. Each stated meeting, the Master will deliver an education on
the constitutions, and a brother will be giving a 10–20-minute education related to
something from the Monitor. Then, before we come back to labor – if you need to leave,
you are free to go. Take a moment and say goodbye to your brothers until we meet
again. The important thing is for us to stay connected – there is no clock on brotherly
love.
“The seeker after light passes through three stages, the beginner, the workman, and the master.
A knowledge of the mysteries of Masonry comes to him step by step, and is acquired only through
his own labor and study.” ~ Bro. George Dern, P.G.M. Utah, The Builder, December 1921
Under the Jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Arizona
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Pioneer Cemetery holds an important place in the hearts of Arizona Freemasons. Early founders of the
state of Arizona as well as Freemasonry in Arizona are buried there. That is why this year, for the 3 rd
year in a row, in addition to being a member of the Pioneers’ Cemetery Association, we will be donating
$1.00 for every member of Arizona Lodge No. 2. If you would like to support this important Arizona historical site, please visit the Pioneers’ Cemetery Association website below:

http://www.azhistcemeteries.org/
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March Degrees
Congratulations to our newest Fellowcraft, Xavier Hernandez!

____________________________________________________________
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Chili Cookoff
On March 1st 2022, the Brothers of Arizona No 2 and the Phoenix DeMolay chapter held the annual chili cookoff with a
great turnout.
Members of Phoenix DeMolay ended up
taking home the coveted chili trophy
which will stay with them until someone
else wins the cookoff!
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Work Day at the Temple

Brothers and seekers from Arizona No 2 gathered outside the Phoenix Masonic Temple to help prepare the windows from the front façade for refurbishing. Many thanks to those who volunteer their
time to help beautify our Temple.
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Official Visits—Acacia 42

Brothers from Arizona No 2 traveled to Acacia 42 for an official visit, where Acacia 42 performed a
very beautiful third degree. Everyone in attendance remarked at the beauty and solemnity of the degree performed well.
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Official Visits—Scottsdale 43

Brothers from Arizona No 2 visited Scottsdale 43 for a very special Colonial Degree delivered by the
Grand Lodge officers! Also included were a cornerstone ceremony and a reenactment of the signing
of the Declaration of Independence where the candidate even got to participate in the signing!
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Education Night
This month’s education night was delivered by Worshipful Brother Jaime Paul Lamb of Ascension
Lodge No 89. The topic covered was the Vernal Equinox!
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AZ2 Serves Amaranth
Brothers and seekers from Arizona Lodge No 2 served dinner to the Ladies of the Order of Amaranth
before our education night this month.
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MAY STATED MEETING
Stay Tuned for updates via Facebook, Website & Email
Dinner at 6:00pm
7:00pm – Gavel starts the in-person May Stated Meeting
We will be celebrating all May Masonic Birthdays as well!

This year, at each Stated
Meeting we will be presenting a
short talk from the Master on the
Constitutions. Also, each month
a different officer will be
presenting a brief education on a
topic from the Monitor.

Each Month our electronic
Trestleboard will deliver insights
and education through articles
from our pedestal Officers and
more. Our Facebook page will
share exciting meetups and
events.

In 2022, we will continue our 4th
Tuesday education night with a
long form education every 4th
Tuesday – either virtual or in
person. Check Facebook & the
calendar for topics and speakers.

2022 DUES
2022 DUES are now payable. Dues are the lifeblood of a lodge and help us keep running
smoothly. Lodge dues become payable in December of the year prior. Dues are now
OVERDUE. You can now use Chase QUICKPAY or pay via Paypal. A link for paypal/
credit card payment will soon be placed on our website page.
“We are that we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit.”
~ Aristotle
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APRIL MASONIC BIRTHDAYS
Kenneth Earl LaFave

4/12/55

67 yrs

Michael Dale Deapen

4/20/93

29 yrs

Raymond Loyd Evans

4/10/56

66 yrs

Edward L. Chandler

4/16/96

26 yrs

Tracy R. Thomas

4/14/59

63 yrs

Kevin Michael Garrison

4/30/96

26 yrs

Jack Elmer Richey

4/13/61

61 yrs

Tommy Linden Hare

4/22/97

25 yrs

Norman Clyde Long

4/22/65

57 yrs

Paul David Amick

4/18/98

24 yrs

Melvin James Brown

4/18/67

55 yrs

Thomas Paul Ritter

4/18/98

24 yrs

Clarence David Hudson

4/22/71

51 yrs

Kenneth M. Papa

4/18/98

24 yrs

Robert Bruce Rector

4/27/71

51 yrs

Andrew John Maltenfort

4/27/99

23 yrs

Wayne Allen Smith

4/15/75

47 yrs

Derry Shea Orr

4/25/00

22 yrs

Raymond Max Gieszl

4/22/76

46 yrs

Sylvio Martins

4/30/02

20 yrs

David Martin Wall

4/26/77

45 yrs

Michael Clark Frantz

4/10/04

18 yrs

Larry Redmon LaPrade

4/26/77

45 yrs

Matthew Aaron Armer

4/10/04

18 yrs

Harold Chris Nolde

4/30/77

45 yrs

Keith Mitchell Deane

4/10/04

18 yrs

James Burton Rolle

4/11/78

44 yrs

Christopher Hagenian

4/02/05

17 yrs

David Martin Gossen

4/09/80

42 yrs

Jeremy Aidan Cotterell

4/12/11

11 yrs

Frederick E. Stahl

4/24/80

42 yrs

Victor E. Olson

4/16/13

9 yrs

Harold J. Caywood

4/29/80

42 yrs

Ashley Carter Ford

4/27/13

9 yrs

Larry Charles Schafer

4/08/82

40 yrs

Cory Russell Whalin

4/28/15

7 yrs

David Lee Van Dine

4/26/83

39 yrs

Richard S. Allen

4/12/16

6 yrs

Stephen L. Cox

4/26/83

39 yrs
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April Schedule
4/5/22
4/12/22
4/19/22
4/26/22

Stated Meeting
M.M. Practice
M.M. Degree
Education Night

Please check our Facebook page or Web page for
information and links for meetings and the latest updates.

Lodge #2 Committees
Charity: WM Matthew Harris (Chairman)
Dues & Bylaws: SW Vic Olson (Chairman)
Travelling: Treas Cory Whalin (Chairman)
Outreach: Mar Bryan Vance (Chairman)
Family Events: JW John Canisales (Chairman)
Sickness & Distress: Sec Mike DiGiacomo (Chairman)

Sickness & Distress
Please keep our brothers, those known
and unknown, in your prayers and ask that
the Great Architect of the Universe help
them find peace and strength in their time
of difficulty.
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Our 2021 Lodge Coin is still available.

Coins are $15.00 shipped to you – just click on the link below and purchase a
coin to have it directly mailed to you!
Coins are heavy duty enamel filled –1 ¾” wide!
https://www.azlodge2.org/lodge-coin

Or, if you’d like to save on postage -purchase one next time you’re at lodge!
This is a lodge fundraiser. All proceeds will go into our lodge general fund.
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2022 Officers for Arizona No. 2
Worshipful Master
Matthew Harris (Elizabeth)
480.939.1321
Wmaz2fam22@gmail.com

Senior Warden
Victor Olson (Michelle)
480.544.2174
victoro@pdgoffice.com

Junior Warden
John Canisales (Daniela)
623.853.7913
Jcanisales3@gmail.com

Treasurer
Cory Whalin (Christine)
480.246.5566
cory@suvinowineryaz.com

Secretary
Michael DiGiacomo (Janet)
602.570.4476
secretary@azlodge2.org

Chaplain
Anthony Crosson
602.717.0435
acrosson1984@gmail.com

Senior Deacon
Robb Knotts (Nancy)
602.769.8468
Apollyon07@gmail.com

Junior Deacon
Joel Birch (Mo)
623.680.7531
revjoel5010@yahoo.com

Marshall
Bryan Vance (Mary)
928.380.3188
bryanrvance@yahoo.com

Senior Steward
Sidney Mettle Mills (Trina)
816.517.7529
mettlephysical@aol.com

Junior Steward
Andrew Long
443.567.8968
andrewlong740@yahoo.com

Tyler
Paul Waterman (Magdalena)
602.432.3912
paul@tv-mexico.com

Trustees: Matthew Harris (WM), Bo Buchanan (PM), Mike DiGiacomo (Sec), Cory Whalin (Treas), Robb
Marquis (PM), Jim Rolle (PM), John Canisales (JW).
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